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Based in Melbourne, Victorian Opera is a national leader in presenting unforgettable opera experiences. As the state opera company of Victoria, we are committed to making creative and accessible opera for everyone, and evolving the art form in adventurous ways.
In 2020, Victorian Opera will present our biggest season ever showcasing a diverse palette of singing and music-making. A thrilling and eclectic season, there will be a production to excite everyone, whether you are a first-timer, an expert, a grand opera lover or a musical theatre fan.
In this introduction, you’ll find information about three audio described events taking place across 2020. Tickets are available through Victorian Opera’s venue partners, and information can be found in each track. For more information on any production, you can contact Victorian Opera on (03) 9001 6400 during business hours, or email info@victorianopera.com.au.
Arts Access Victoria members can access a special ticket price of $30 in B- and C-Reserve seats. Contact Arts Access Victoria on 03 9699 8299.
[bookmark: _1fob9te][bookmark: _GoBack]1. Cendrillon (Cinderella) – Described Performance & Tactile Tour.
[bookmark: _3znysh7]About:
Charles Perrault’s treasured fairy tale has enchanted children for generations. With its magical transformation of poor servant girl Cendrillon (Cinderella) to the belle of the ball with dazzling glass slippers, this beloved story is full of love, hope, and fantasy.
Victorian Opera presents a humorous and heart-warming production of Jules Massenet’s opera in a family-friendly hour-long show. A familiar story retold with beautifully effervescent melodies, Cendrillon is the perfect chance to discover a live opera with the children in your life.
Boasting elegant costumes, this classic fairy tale is playfully brought to the stage and accompanied with a live orchestra.
Join Cendrillon, Le Prince Charmant (Prince Charming), and La Fée (the Fairy) for a magical visit to the Ball.
Sung in French with English scene descriptors. Suitable for ages 5 and up.
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When: Saturday June 13th, tactile tour from 1pm, performance from 2pm.
Runs approximately 50 minutes.
Where: Arts Centre Melbourne, Playhouse. 
Ticket prices: Adult - $38, Arts Access Victoria member - $30, Child 14 years and under - $28. Companion Card accepted.
How to Book: Via the Arts Centre Melbourne box office in person at 100 St Kilda Road, or by phone on 1300 182 183.
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Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia).
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Legendary British band The Who extended the possibilities of rock ‘n’ roll to new horizons in the 1960s and 70s. From their iconic 1969 rock opera album Tommy comes a five-time Tony Award-winning musical – a high-energy, one-of-a-kind theatrical experience.
Tommy’s traumatic childhood leaves his senses paralysed, but despite being deaf and blind, the adolescent plays a mean pinball game. His extraordinary talent catapults him to international superstardom in this inspiring story of hope, healing and triumph over adversity.
With music and lyrics by The Who’s guitarist and vocalist Peter Townshend, the exhilarating and timeless score features smash hits such as ‘Pinball Wizard’, ‘I’m Free’ and ‘Acid Queen’.
Get ready to rock on with The Who’s Tommy as it takes over Melbourne’s rock ‘n’ roll stomping grounds with raw energy and music that has the power to shake your soul.
This performance contains adult themes and is recommended for mature audiences aged 15 years and over.
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When: Saturday August 20th. Tactile tour from 6.30pm, performance from 7.30pm.
Runs two hours and 30 minutes including one 20-minute interval.
Where: Palais Theatre, Cnr Lower Esplanade and Cavell Street, St Kilda VIC 3182.
Ticket Prices: Premium $159, A-Reserve $129, B-Reserve $99, C-Reserve $39, Arts Access Victoria member - $30 for B and C reserve. Companion cards accepted.
How to Book: Contact the Ticketmaster Accessible Seating Line on 1300 446 925 or in-person at the Palais Theatre Box Office.
[bookmark: _4d34og8]3. Friends of Salamanca – Described Performance & Tactile Tour.
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Known for his humanity, Schubert loved gathering his friends for musical parties to share his latest songs. Never performed in his lifetime, this Schubert rarity is a unique opportunity to see the master songwriter bring his genius to opera with a light-hearted singspiel about the amorous adventures of students united by friendship.
Alonso, Diego and Fidelio live a carefree existence in the Spanish university town of Salamanca, surrounded by hills and vineyards. Alonso needs a little help from his friends to rescue his love Olivia from the idiotic Count Tormes, so they devise a cheeky prank to ensure she falls for Alonso. Love is in the air when the two groups of friends meet.
With delightful musical conversations and jolly ensemble numbers, this Australian premiere is the ideal project for our annual Youth Opera, featuring the next generation of stars. 
Celebrate love and friendship with a charming romantic comedy filled with beautiful music that forges a direct pathway to the heart.
Sung in German with English surtitles. Suitable for ages 8 and up.
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When: Saturday September 26th, tactile tour from 2pm, performance from 3pm.
Runs 90 minutes with no interval.
Where: Arts Centre Melbourne, Playhouse.
Ticket prices: A-Reserve $65, B-Reserve $55, C-Reserve $39, Arts Access Member - $30 for B- and C-Reserve, Companion Card accepted.
How to Book: Via the Arts Centre Melbourne box office in person at 100 St Kilda Road, or by phone on 1300 182 183.
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